


Current Political Dynamic 



Political Dynamic 
 

·Washingtonôs political dynamic 

is fractured 

·Compromise is extraordinarily 

difficult --moderates are unable 

to move 

·House actions are tempered by 

conservative pressure and tight 

Democratic majority in the 

Senate and President Obama 

·Both parties trying to balance 

delivering on promises now and 

goals for 2012 

 

 

 



Unhappy States 
·Budget deficits 

·Individual mandate 
lawsuits 

·Medicaid 
changes/increased 
potential costs to states 

·Waiver requests denied 

·Refusal of some to take 
PPACA funds/implement 
programs 

·Extreme variation in state 
political climatesɂ
California to Wisconsin 



Individual Mandate  



PPACA Constitutionality Challenge 

·Four key issues: 

·Is it constitutional for the FEDERAL government to 
require a person to purchase anything to protect 
themselves 

·If it is not, is the rest of the bill inseparably tied to the 
individual mandate 

·Is the Medicaid mandate in the bill an undue 
infringement on states 

·Can this even be looked at now by the court given that 
no one has actually been penalized for non-compliance 



Other Hot Inside-The-Beltway Issues  

·Agency Actions 

·Interim Final Rule (IFR), vs. 

·Notice of Proposed Rule (NPRM), vs. 

·Guidance or Bulletin 

·Essential Benefits Bulletin 

·Benchmarks 

·State Mandates 

· Impact on Multi -state plans 

·Cost-sharing 

·Minimum Value for larger plans 

 



Repeal/ Replace vs. Fix It! 




